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able ; it is expressed by a decree, a pre-ordination; all the de-
ﬁizgs of God are ur?a,lteraﬂolejY there is an immutability in his counsel,
let it be concerning what it may. Is it expressed by a writing o;* {2,1
forewriting, as in Jude 4? It is such a writing as ever remains in ful
force. Did Pilate say, What I have written, I have written, signifying it
should remain without any alteration? John xix. 22.  Then 1t may
be concluded, that what God has written shall remain, and never b(}
revoked ; for he ig in one mind, and none can turn him:—4. It is o
particular persons; it does not merely respect events, characters, and
actions ; but the persons of men; as they are persons who are cho.serf
in Christ, and appointed, not to wrath, ]Qut to Aobtam salvation by him
so they are persons who are foreordained to condemmnation, whose
names afe left out of the book of life, whilst others are written in it.—
5. It is a most just and righteous decree; and no other but .sucllllg‘iit‘n
be made by God, who is righteous- in all his ways, and holy in all his
works,

OF THE ETERNAL UNION OF THE ELECT OF GOD UNTO HIM.

Tur union of God's elect unto him, their adoption by him, justi-
fication before him, and acceptance with him, being eternal, mternaﬁ
and immanent acts in God; T know not where better to place them, and
take them into consideration, than next to the decrees of G’O(ll, an !
particularly the decree of election ; since as that flows from the love o
God, and is in Christ from everlasting, there must of course be an union
to him so early; and since predestination to the adoption of_' ch]i]ldfler{,
and acceptance in the beloved, are parts and branches of it, Eph. 1%
4—=6, they must be of the same date. I shall begin with the union o

d’s elect in Christ. ; :
GOI shall not here treat of any time-acts of union ; as of our nature to
the Son of God by his incarnation, when he became our brother,dollir
near kingman, flesh of our flesh, and bone Qf our bone ; and wehan | e1
were of one, that is, of one nature, Heb. ii. 11-—16 ; nor of the 31 ]?
union of our persons to him in regeneration, when we are qulck(fne ) y
the power and grace of God, Christ Is for_rned in our hear{:,s, and we he-
come new creatures in him, and are inhim as living fruitful branches
in him, the living vine ; which is our open being in Cll}'1st, in co.nse-
quence of a secret being in him from everlasting by electing grage ; see
Rom. xvi. 7, 2 Cor. v. 17 and xii. 2. Nor of the more open an Crlnain;-
fest union of the saints to God hereafter; yvho [:)emg once in 1511_80 s
are always found in him ; die in union to him, rise from the dead by
virtue of that union; and who will then, in squl @nd body, be o(rile }1111
God, Father, Son, and Spirit ; as the Father is the Son, andt e
Son in the Father ; whose union to one another is the pattern and ex-
emplar of theirs; and for the open manifestation of which Christ prays,

: i, 21, 23. 7 L .
JO%?&?{ ¥ shall consider the union of the elect to Giod, as it is in its ori-

ginal, and as an eternal immanent act in God ; and which is no other

e
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than the going forth of his heart in love to them, and thereby uniting
them to himself; which love, as it is from everlasting, Jer. xxxi, 3,
John xvii. 23, 24, 80 1t is of a cementing and uniting nature ; and, in-
deed, is the bond of union between God"and his chosen people, or that
* by which he has taken them into near union with himself : 'love is the
bond of union among men, of friendship one to another ; it was this
which knit the soul of Jonathan to the soul of David, so that he loved
him as his own soul ; it is the bond of the saints’ union to each other ;
their hearts are knit together in love ; hence charity, or love, is called
the bond of perfectness, or the perfect bond, which joins and keeps
them- together, Col. ii. 7.and iii. 14. It was love which so closely
cemented the hearts of the first Christians to one another, insomuch
that the multitude of them were of one heart and of one soul, Acts iv. 32.
And now love must operate infinitely more strongly in the heart of
God, attracting and uniting the objects of it to himself, giving them
such a nearness and union to him which cannot be dissolved ; nothin
can separate from the love of God ; not the fall of God’s elect in A dam ;
nor their actual sins and. transgressions in a state of unregeneracy ;
nor their revoltings and backslidings after conversion, Rom. viii. 38, 39,
Eph. ii. 8, 4, Hos. xiv. 4. This bond of union is indissoluble by the
jomt power of men and devils. In virtue of this, the people of-God
become a part of himself, a near, dear, and tender part, even as the
apple of his eye ; have a place in his heart, are engraven on the palms
of his hands, and ever on his thoughts'; the desires and affections of
his soul are always towards them, and he is ever devising and forming
schemes for their welfare ; how greab is his goodness, which he hag

laid up and wrought for them ! Zech. ii. 8, Psalm cxxxix. 17, Cant. vii,
10, Isa. xlix. 16, Psalm xxxi. 19.

The ]@iodfqdc/hrist to the elect is as early as that of his Father’s
love to him and them, and which, it seems, wag a love of complacehe

and delight ; for before the world was, his delights were with the sons of
men, John xv. 9, Prov. viii. 30, 81 ; and this is of the same cementing
and uniting nature as his Father’s; it is this which causes him to stick
closer than a brother to his people ; and nothing can separate from
his love to them, any more than from the love of the Father ; having
loved his own, he loves them to the end, This bond of union remaing
firm and sure, and gives such a nearness to him the chureh wished for ;
Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal upon thine arm, Cant. viii. 6,
see Prov. xviii. 24, Rom. viii. 85. The same may be said of the love

[ of the S irit ; for it ig the everlasting love of God, Father, Son, and

Spirit, which is the bond of the union of God’s elect to the sacred
three ; they have all three loved the elect with an everlasting love, and

-thereby have firmly and everlastingly united them to themselves 5 and

hence, because of the Spirit’s love of them, and union to them, he, in
time, becomes the Spirit of life and grace in them, Rom. xv. 30. Now,
of this love-union there are several branches, or which are so
ilustrations and confirmations of it, and all in eternity : as,

I. An election-union in Christ : this flows from the love of God, elec-

tio presupponit dilectionem, election presupposes love, see Thess. ii. 13 ;

many
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: 1 in Chrigt, as Rufus, Rom.
articularly persons are said to be chosen in Christ, 1 -
gcxbfitllc; ;zh aﬁdl the apostle says of himself and others, that God ?gdﬁhcﬁ :
Sen' them in Christ, and that befgxi? _t};e fo?pd(iutl?ns ﬁ{s?sl{?ervl‘:}%riﬁ, Hiﬁiu:‘
i, 4. Klection gives a being in Christ, a kind of sbence in him.;
:iohﬁugh- not an e%se actu, an actual being, yet at least anresshe rep:iseé’:a_
tivum, a representative being ; even such an one as that tl egr af beu?
able of having grants of grace made tﬁ' themdlric }?}ér]gsgf’b%: tl(i)é Woﬂg
: vith all spiritual blessings in him, an at before rid
&(;fgd;}l‘llm L 3) LEph. i. 8, 4; and how they can be said to hain
being in Christ, and yet have no union to him, I cannot chcewebhrisﬁ
sides, in election there is a neib)r rellatlcan tcogllmenc;sdbsﬁzv;zrie givén
¢ he elect ; he is given to be a head to them,
;;ullnzllr(l}bers to him ; §nd as such th%y-ar(i chosen toglftxie%f%ei Hflirstn ;1}
der of nature, as the head ; and then they as membe: m :
‘gll;ilf(i is more cémmon with sound divines ‘tllallft((})l e?;gﬁ)resnsdﬂﬁie;gs:ig:
¥ i i hrist, a e
in this manner, when gpeaking of thp qle;:ti?n ol n , < e poop e
in him ; particularly, says Dr. Goodwin®; “ as in the womb, hea d
ﬁllelllliﬁarslare not co>171’ceived apart, but together, as having re;la,tlloélo (1130
each other; so were we and Christ (as making up one Igyszlcaé ot 1;2
to God) formed together in' the eternal v]\[zlonllb o;' ei’ecimg?i.o N a,lllld (1) i
lace he says, ““ Jesus Christ was the head of e e » and of
Zig}li? gf‘gOd : a;g]d’so in order of nature elected first, though 11;1 mgﬁg
of time we were elected together; in the wombwof electloli ate} the
head, came out first, and then we, the members. ] N?W, viv1 b o
tion can well be thought of nearer, (()Jrl more ezi%ressgesgn &h?a ;se union,
his of head and members? Christ is the cho . »
gﬁ?lllzcinthe church the chosen body of Christ, the fulness of .énmftilgg
fills a,lljin all, Eph. i. 22, 23 ; hence is the safety anfi securi] y 0. the
saints, being in Christ through elclaqting Eraqe, aJng iréf:gytgutniit’b nd
herefore said to be preserved in him ; herein an
Jln]a;ri Om?@de the shee};) of his hand, out of whose hands none can pluck
em, nor they ever fall, Jude 1. _ .
th(iin”i‘llgtlare igr a conjugal union between Christ and the el_ecté.zvlﬁgg
also flows from love, and commenced in eternity. By the 1nst1 51 fon
of natural marriage, the persons I:JEetween v(slrhom' 1618 lfglrﬁ'a& :n oo
one flesh, as did Adam and Tve ; and a nearer :
gzgifot well be conceived of ; Wwhose rraaxg_la,g% w&s1 a sv}‘ll?l((i);)nw ﬁ;gli igpl;:_‘
sentation of that between Christ and his © uf}‘o }a  who ey besome
poused, he nourishes and cherighes as his own flesh : i A iy
c have one and the same name, Christ, that is, st my loal,
(])3%1,1 aifldﬂ.‘l)aj—%& 1 Cor. xii. 12. Now, though the open marriage 1531;:
tign “between Christ and particular persor&s ta]ic'es2placed?}:l eci);lg:s?gb:
! . - an
which is the day of their espousals to him, Jer. ii. 2; a poro pub
i ificati it wi I t of God are gathered in,
lic notification of it will be when all the elec o
i d for her husband, and th
and shall in one body be as a bride adorne r hor fnshand, and the
iage of the Lamb shall ‘be come ; @nd this declared
?agflf:l%anner, and the nuptials solemnized mos? mafgnlﬁcentl}% hR.extr.
xlzii. 2: yet the secret act of betrothing was in eternity, when ‘Christ,
v Works, vol. 1, part 1, p. 62, '

‘second man.  Christ represented his people i
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being in Tove with the chosen ones, asked-them of his Father to be hig
spouse and bride ; .and being.given to him, he betrothed them to-him.
-self in loving kindness, and. from thenceforward . looked on them as
standing in such a relation to him'; and which is the foundation of all
other after-acts of grace-unto them : hence, because of hig marriage-
relation to his church, he became her surety, and gave himself for her,
shed his precious blood to sanctify and cleanse her from all the impu.
rities of the.fall, and other transgressions ; that he might present her
to himself a glorious church, without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing ;

even just such a church, and in such glory he had viey

ved her in, when
he first betrothed her, Eph, v, 25—27. So with the Jews there was

it ; at which betrothing the relation of husband and \
ist is sai husband of the

Gentile church before she wag in actual being, Isa. liv. 5.
ut. There is a foderal union between Christ and the elect, and they
have a covenant-subsistence in him as their head and representative,
The covenant flows from, and is the offect of the love, grace, and
merey of God ; these are spoken of along with it as the foundation of
it, Psalm Ixxxix. 2, 8, 83, 84, Isa. liv. 10; hence it is commonly ealled
the covenant of grace, and this was made from everlasting ;* Chrigt,
was set up as the mediator of it, and hig goings forth in it were so
early, Prov. viii. 23, Mic. v. 2; eternal life wag ‘promised before the
world began, and blessings of grace as soon provided, Tit. i, 2, 2 Tim.
L. 9; all which proves the -antiquity of this covenant, of which more
hereafter. Now this covenant, wag made with Christ not ag » single
person, but as a common head ; not for himself, or on his own account
only, but for and on account of his people; as the covenant of works
was made with Adam, as the federal head of ‘all his posterity ; - hence

had a representative union to him init; all
gaged to do, he promised and engaged in

been done by them ; “and what he received, promises and blessings of
grace, he received in their name, and they received them in him, being
one with him.as their common head and representative.

1v. There is 5 legal union between Christ and the elect, the bond of

to God; gave his bond, laid himgelf under oblig;

S
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by God; ho and they were considered as one ; and this is the ground
and foundation of his payment of their debts, of his making satisfac-
tion for their sins, of the imputation of their sing to him, and of the
imputation of his righteousness to them. In short, it is the saints’
antecedent union and relation to Christ in eternity, in the several views
of it in which it hag been considered, which is the ground and reason
of all that Christ has done and suffered for them, and not. for others ;
and of all the blessings of grace that are or shall be bestowed upon
them, and which are denied to others: the reason why he became in-
carnate for them, and took upon him human nature with a peculiar
regard to them, was because they were children given o him; and why
he laid down his life for them, because they were his sheep; and why
he gave himself for them, because they were his church ; and why he
saved them from their sins, because they were his people, Heb. ii.
13, 14, John x. 14, 15, Eph. v. 25, Matt. i. 21. In a word, union to
Chrigt is the first thing, the first blessing of grace flowing from love
and effected by it; and hence is the application of all others; of/im
are ye in Christ Jesus, first loved and united to Christ, and then it
follows, who of God is made unto us wisdom_and righteousness, sanctifica-
tion and redemption, 1 Cor. i. 30. So Dr. Goodwin observes, that
“ynion with Christ is the first fundamental thing of justification and
sanctification and all: Christ first takes us, and then sends his Spirit ;.
he apprehends us first; it is not my being regenerate that puts me
into a right of all these privileges ; but it is Christ takes me, and then
gives me his Spirit, faith, holiness, %c.”

OF OTHER ACTS OF GOD, PARTICULARLY ADOPTION AND
JUSTIFICATION.

1 smart not here treat of these as doctrines, in the full extent of
them ; or as blessings of grace actually bestowed upon and enjoyed
by believers, with all-the privileges and advantages arising from thence ;
or as transient acts passing on them, and terminating in their COngei--
ences at believing; but as nternal and immanent acts, taken up in the
mind of God from eternity, and which abide in his will ; in which they
have their completo esse, or being, as eternal election has, being of the
samo kind and nature, and are ranked with it as of the same date, and
as branches of it, Bph. i. 4—6. In the other view of them they will
be considered hereafter in course, in a proper place. I shall begin,

1. With adoption; as predestination to it stands next to election,
Eph. i.'5; which is no other than his will to adopt the chosen ones,
which is his adoption of them ; for as the will of God to elect any is
his election of them, so his will to adopt the same is his adoption of
them; and the complete essence of it lies in his will, and is as such an
oternal immanent act of it; in like manner as election is, and may be
considered as a branch of it, at least of the same nature with it; and.
which agrees with the sense of the word adopto, from whence adoption
comes, which is compounded of ad to, and opio to choose ; so that




