! . OF . GRACE.
354 OF THE PROPERTIES OF THE COVENANT: OF G

heref is sai , being sent to.do
asti venant ; and therefore he is said to come, g 8 i
}tfcféggthci’gggl}&gof without his will and conseﬁ’_o,l}){lt acacg‘dg;gb’goéigi
: i ithout which he could n
voluntary engagements in covenant, Wll. ¢ - ot
to them ; and this will accou
by the Father and the Son, being e.qua_d ; al il ascomnt
to be sent by the Father,
for the several passages where he is sai ont by the Hather, ¥
o name .of Christ, and by Christ, from t]ge Father, Jo .16, 26,
211113 T;n %(?,fandrﬁv’i. 7, Ga?lr iv. 6. This being all agreed on and settled
in the covenant between them.

OF THE PROPERTIES OF THE COVENANT OF GRACE.
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Mic. v. 3. The blessings of the covenant were put into the hands of,
Christ so early, and the elect were blessed with them in him, as they
were chosen in him before the foundation of- the world, and are the
grace given to them in him before the world began, Fph. i. 3, 4, 2 Tim.
1.9. There were also promises made, particularly the grand promise
of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised ‘before the world
was ; and which promise of life is in Christ, as all the promises of the
covenant are, being put into his hands so early ; the heirs of them not
‘having an actual being, yet & representative one in him their Head,
Tit. 1. 2, 2 Tim. i. 1.

- Now all this proves the anti
is it any objection to it, that i
new covenant, H

quity of the covenant of grace ; nor
t is sometimes called the second and
eb. viii. 7, 8, 13, and ix. 15, and xii. 24 for it is so
called, not with respect to the covenant of works, made with Adam, as
" if it was the second to that, and newer and later than that ; for it was
made long before that, even in eternity, as has been shown; but the
distinctions of first and second, old and new, respect the different, ad-
ministrations of the same covenant of grace in time : the first adminis-
tration of it began immediately after the fall of Adam, and continued
under the patriarchs, and under the Mosaical dispensation, unto the
coming of Christ ; and then a new administration of it took place,
which made-the first old, and is called the second; with respect to that ;
and yet both, for substance, are the same covenant, made in eternity,
but. variously administered in time.

There are several time-covenants made with men ; as with Adam;
Noah, Abraham, the children of Israel, Phinchas, David, &e. Bat
the covenant made with Christ, and the elect, in him, was not made in
time, but in eternity. It is a notion that commonly obtains, that God
makes a covenant of grace with men when they believe, repent, &e,
but it is no such thing ; the covenant of grace does not then begin to
be made, only to be made manifest ; it then openly takes place, its
blessings are bestowed, its promises applied, its grace is wrought in
the hearts of men, when God puts his fear there, gives a new heart,

- and a new spirit, and puts his own Spirit there, to work faith, repent-

ance, and every other grace ; but then the covenant is not new made,

and in consequence of the covenant of
grace made in eternity, and according to the tenor of that.

I1.. The covenant of grace is entirely free, it is' altogether of free
grace; grace is the moving cause of it; God was not induced to make
1t from any motive and condition inmen. The several parties entered

and good will to men, pro-
posed the terms of the covenant to his Son; andthe Son of God, from
his great love he bore to the same persons, . voluntarily agreed unto
them ; and the same love in the blessed Spirit, engaged him to. un--
dertake what he did in it ; hence we read, as of the love of the Father,
the Spirit, Rom. xv. 30 ;
where more clearly and
and the performance. of it.
the covenant, on which it

fully appears than in the covenant of grace,
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proceeds, and to which it is commensurate, is entirely of grace, and
not . of works, and therefore called #he election of grace, Rom. xi. 5, 6;
the matter, sum and substance of the covenant is of grace; theblessings
of it are all of grace, they all go by the name of grace, given in Christ
before the world began, 2 Tim. i. 9. Adoption is owing to the free
favour of God ; a justifying righteousnessis the gift of his grace; par-
don of gin is according to the riches of his grace; and so every other
blessing. The promises of it, which are exceeding great and precious,
flow from the grace of God : when promises are made, the faithfulness
of God is engaged to fulfil them ; but it is of his grace and good will
that Lie makes them ; he is not obliged to make promise of any thing
to his creatures. The grace of God greatly appears in making faith
the recipient of all blessings and promises ; which itself is not of men,
but is the gift of God ; and by divine wisdom is put in the place it is,

{0 receive all the blessings and promises of the covenant ; that it might -

be by grace; that it might appear that all is of grace; to the end the
promise, and so every blessing, might be sure to all the seed, Rom. iv. 16.
The end of making the covenant is, the glory of the grace of God; as
God has made all things for himself, for his own glory, in nature and
providence; so all things in grace, and particularly the covenant of
grace, is made and stored with all the blessings of it, to the glory of
his grace, Eph. i. 3—6, and therefore with great propriety may, on all
aecounts, be called the covenant of grace.

III. This covenant is absolute and unconditional : the covenant of
works is conditional : Adam, according to it, was to continue in that
happy state in which he was created and put, whilst he obeyed the
voice of God, and abstained from the forbidden fruit ;. but if he ate of
that, he was to be stripped of his happiness, and die; the language of
that covenant is, Do this and live ; if obedient to it, then blessing and
life ; but if disobedient, then cursing and death. The covenant God
made with Abraham and his seed, concerning their having the land of
Canaan for an everlasting possession, was conditional ; if willing and
obedient, and so long as they behaved themselves well, according to
the laws of God given them, they were to possess it, and enjoy the good
things of it, Isa. i. 19 ; but if otherwise, to be dispossessed of it ; and
accordingly, when they broke the laws of God, their neighbouring. na-
tions were let in upon them, and harassed and distressed them, or they
were carried captive by them out of it; as, first by the Assyrians,
then by the Chaldeans, and at last by the Romans; in which state
they now are. But not such is the covenant of grace, that is without

any conditions on the part of men. Some,indeed, make it to be a.

conditional covenant, and faith and repentance to be the conditions of
it. But these are not conditions, but blessings of the covenant, and
are as absolutely promised In-it, as any thing else; the promise of 4
new heart, and of a new spirit, includes the gift of faith, and- every
other grace; and that of taking away the stony heart, and giving a
heart of flesh, is fully expressive of the gift of the grace of repentance,
Lzek. xxvi. 26. DBesides, if these were conditions of the covenant, to
be performed by men in their own strength, in order to be admitted

--on anyconditions to be performed; the

‘unkindness; and regeneration finds men dead in

- all"sorts, promises of thin
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difficult to be performed, as the conditionyof the c(?vifla,};?g% %VLVI:)%:;S
perfect obedience; since faith requires, to the production of it almight ’
%ovirer:, even such as was put forth in raising Christ from the dea,dy
ph. 1.—f19, 20 ;. and though God may give men means, and time, and
iﬁace ot repentance, yet if he does not give them grace to repent
ey mnever will. Christ’s work, and the Spirit’s grace, supersede all
conditions in the covenant, respecting men; since théy provide for
tgier'y thing that can be thought of, that is required or is wanting :
rist's work of redemption, atonement, and satisfaction for sin; as }iLS

. o o e
been- ObSel Ved, 18 blle Illy GOIldlblOIl Of bhe coven-a'llt 57 a:Ild bh.a:t lleS on
bhe ]\’Iedla,t()r a;n.d Surety ()f the coven Il(l a:nd Il()b ] ‘h.e [)61 Sons f()l
) Q& ) O ;.

When thou shalt make his soul, or, if hi {
shall {m/zg an offering for sin, Isa. liii. 10 ; then such and ’Sli{:il tiiffgs
are promised in the covenant, both to him and 4o his seed. Otherwige

7

the promises to them are -absolute and uncondition in thi

ls)tragl,; I will, and they shall, without any ifs or coleb(]i’itz;ggs fu;lsni g?lllsl
h:&’ul‘tz}? ?2g-il%2§g§1;§};l§2_all be m'{_peoplle; I will put my law in their

;L i miquities; they shall all kn

tiwlleast to the greatest ; I will put my femy in their hemg;:: tlﬁl;}% ﬁ?em
shall not depart from me; I will sprinkle clean water upon you '-mg{
_yqsha,ll,be clean; I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit,‘ ;Lnd
2 heart. of flesh; and I will take away the stony heart, and I will ut
my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my‘s’Ea,tutes, andpye

shall keep my judgments, and do them, Jer. xxxj. 3: i1
C , ) s - XXx1. 33, 34, xxxii. 38, 40
Bzel, xxxvi. 25—27. The blessings of the covenant are not suspendeo'i

. do not wait:

place without them. Redemption by %hrist, Ehg&;gi aari'}tri’ci);lgg ﬁfg
covenant, was not deferred on account of any condition to be performed
b}‘r men ; but Christ, in the fulness of time agreed on in Pcovenant
when men were without strength to do any thing, died for the ungodly;
while-they were yet siners Christ died for them: and when en%migs’
they were reconciled to God by the death of his Son ; and herein ap.
peared the love of God; not that we loved God, but that he loved us al?d
sent hlS;‘SOD to be the propitiation for our sins. Rom. v. 6—10, 1 John
1v. 10." Adoption takes place among men who were not the p’eople of

God ; and justification has for its ob;

s and j 3 jects the ungodly; and God forgi

1(zlhe miquities of men, and remembers them llogrnorg, though the(;.%gsz
one nothing to deserve it, but are guilty of the greatest ingratitude and

Tdnes ' r trespasses and sins
foolish, "disobedient, serving divers lusts and pleasures, without zm);

previous dispositions or preparations i i i,

T posi Eph.I;i. E, " s 1n them for it, Hos. 1. 1Q, Rom.
~1V. The covenant of grace is perfect and comp
1t 18 ordered in all things ; and if in all things
mat, 2 Sam. xxiil. 5. Tt is full :

lete, wanting nothing ;
igs, nothing can be wanting
; of 1preclous promises ; promises of
r 2 i g8 temporal, spiritual, and eternal ; go that
zgiléeitlis :'n(ithmg that a believer stands in need of, nor any state nor

R D16 can come into, but there is a promise of what he wants,
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and which is suitable to him, 1 Tim. iv. 8, Heb. xiii. 5, 6; it is full of
rich blessings of grace ; of all spiritual blessings, of blessings of good--
ness, which Christ, as Mediator, is made most blessed with ; of good-
ness inconceivable and inexpressible, laid up in the covenant, and. in
the hands of Christ, for the covenant ones; ‘it provides all things per-
taining to life and godliness ; for the implantation of life itself, and of
overy grace; for the beginning, carrying on, and finishing the work of
grace on the heart; for the food, nourishment, support and mainte-
nance of the spiritual life in it ; for the peace, joy, and comfort of be-
licvers; for grace, and spiritual strength to exercise grace, perform
.duties, bear and suffer gll that they are called unto ; for their persever-
ance in faith and holiness to the end; and for their eternal life and-
happiness ; grace and glory are secured in this covenant ; even all.sal-
vation, the whole of it, and all the parts of it, 2 Sam. xxxiii. 5. And
1t is o ordered, as to secure the spiritual and eternal welfare of God’s:
elect, 8o to advance the glory of God, Father, Son, and Spirit;  the
Father is glorified in and by Christ the Mediator of it ; and Christ is
glorified by the Spirit, who takes of the things of Christ, and shows
them to his people ; and the Spirit is glorified by being the earnest,
pledge, and seal of the heavenly inheritance ; Isa. xlix. 3, John xvi. 14,
Eph. i. 14,

V. It is a holy covenant; so it is called, Luke i. 72, where God,
by visiting and redeeming his people, and raising up a horn of salva-
tion for them, or by sending Christ to be the Redeemer and Saviour
of them, and to be his salvation. to them, which is the grand article of
the covenant of grace, is said by all this to remember his holy covenant.
'The contracting parties in this covenant are, the holy Father, and the
holy Son, and the holy Spirit, with respect to whom this epithet is
thrice expressed in Isa. vi. 3, see Psalm exi. 9; the matter of it is holy;
the promises of it are holy, Psalm cv. 42; the blessings of it are holy;
the what are called the mercies of David, Isa. Iv. 8, are called ooa, the
holy things of David, in Acts xiii. 84 ; and nothing can more strongly
engagoe to a concern for holiness of heart and life, than the promises
of the covenant ; see 2 Cor. vi. 18, and vii. 1; yea, the covenant pro-
vides fully for the sanctification of all the covenant ones ; expressed by
writing the laws of God in the hearts of them, putting his fear into
them, giving them new hearts and new spirits, taking away the stony
heart from them, and putting his own Spirit within them, to enable
them to wall in his statutes, keep his judgments, and do them, Jer.
xxxi. 33, and xxxii. 89, 40, Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27.

VI. It is a sure covenant, firm and immoveable, more immoveable
than rocks and mountains ; they may depart, but this covenant shall
never depart, 2 Sam. xxiil. 5, Isa. liv. 10 ; it is kept or observed, as
the word rendered sure, in the first of those. places, signifies ; it is kept
nviolably by Gtod that made it ; hence he is sometimes described as 4
God feeping covenant, Nehem. ix. 82; his faithfulness, which he. will
never suffer to fail, is engaged to keep-it, and therefore it is he will
not break it, and men cannot, Psalm Ixxxix. 83, 84 ;-it is secured by
the.oath of God, and the immutability of that ; for as the counsel of

OF THE COMPLACENCY AND DELIGHT "GOD HAD IN HIMSELF. 85

God is confirmed by his oath, so is the covenant of God ; for it follows
in the place now referred to, 85, Once have I sworn by my holiness,
that Twill not lie unto David. And that is another. reason why the
‘covenant will not be broken; and why the word or promise that is
gone out of his mouth, shall not be altered. The covenant is also
ratified and confirmed by the death -of Christ, the Testator, as has
‘been shown in a former chapter ; whence the blood of Christ is called
the blood. of the covenant, which has sealed and confirmed it. The
.promises of the covenant, are Yea and Amen in Christ; that 18, sure
and firm; and the blessings of it are the sure mercies of David, and
‘the whole of it is confirmed in Christ, 2 Cor. i. 20, Isa. liv. 3, Gal.
ii. 17, ‘

VIL. It is frequently called an everlasting covenant, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5,
Isa, liv. 3, Heb. xiii. 20. It is a covenant that will stand fast with
‘Christ for ever, with whom it is made, and is what God has com-
manded for ever, and will be always fulfilling ; the effects of it will be
:always seen and enjoyed, in time and to all eternity, Psalm Ixxxix. 28,
and cxi. 9. It is a covenant that will never be antiquated, nor give
‘way to, nor be succeeded by another ; the covenant of works is broken,
and has been succeeded by an administration of the covenant of grace ;
:and that first administration being not faultless, but deficient with re-
spect to clearness and extensiveness, is waxen old, and vanished away,
and has given place to-a new-administration of it ; which will continue
‘unto the end of the world, until all the covenant-ones are gathered in ;
‘but, though these two administrations differ in some things, as to some

-external circumstances.and ordinances ; yet the matter, sum and sub-
‘stance of them, is the same, even-Christ, who is the same yesterday,

to-day, and for ever : he is the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
of Old and New Testament saints, who all partake of the same spiritual

~benefits and blessings, and of the same promises; and both.are 'save;d
An the same way, by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ; even by the

grace of the covenant, which is invariable and perpetual.

OF THE COMPLACENCY AND DELIGHT GOD HAD IN HIMSELF, AND THE
DIVINE PERSONS IN EACH OTHER, BEFORE ANY CREATURE
WAS BROUGHT INTO BEING.

Havive finished what I had to say concerning the internal aets of

.God; and the eternal transactions between the three divine Persong,
‘before any creature, angel or man, was made, I should now have en-
tered upon the external acts and works of God in time, but that T thought
‘it might be proper, first, to observe the complacency, delight, and satis-
faction God had in himself, in his own nature and perfections; before

any creature existed ; and would have had, if none had ever been brought

into being: as also the pleasure he tookin the foreviews of his eternal
-purposes and decrees being executed in time ; and of the success of those

transafctions, which were between the divine Persons in God, in the
council of peace, and covenant of grace; and especially the mutual de



