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ten concerning him in the volume of the book ; not of the Scriptures in
general only, nor. of the Pentateuch in particular, the only voluriafe ﬁ}?
tant inDavid’s time, ev kedpahid, at the head and beginning of which is
a declaration of the grace, will, and work of Christ, Gen. iii. 15 ; nor

only of the book of God’s purposes, Psalm cxxxix. 16, but of the cove- -

nant ; alluding to the writing, signing, and sealing of covenants; the
cgven,ant at é;nzmi ig called, the g]oook of the covenant, Exod. xxiy. 8.
Now in this volume, or book, as the Father’s proposal is there wrlxgg
and contained, go is the Son's assent unto it, and acceptance of it. A
to all this, that the character in which Christ here addresses‘ his cuvcinp
Father, My God, is a phrase expressive of covena'nt—relatlon,Ban tlS
frequently so used both with regard to Christ a:I'ld’hIS people. i ut, %
observe no more, nothing more fully proves Christ’s free and fu ass}i)n
and consent to do the will of his Father, proposed in covenant, ¢ 'in
his actual performance of it. Was it his will that he should ‘9&1{3 'ohe
care and charge of all his elect, and lose none? he has done it, : oln
xvil. 12. 'Was it his will that he should assume human nature ! the
‘Word has been made flesh, and dwelt among men, John i. 14, fVVﬁs
it his will that he should obey the law ? he 13 become the end 0Cl b f?
law for righteousness, Rom. x. 4. Was it his will that he shoul tsut -
for death, the penalty of it ? he has suffered, the just for the unJuls ) 13
bring them to God, 1 Pet. iii. 18, Was it his will that he s (%(f)f?
malke himself an offering for sin? he has given himself to Gtod, an e(xi'-
ing, and a Sacrifice, of a sweet-smelling savour, Eph. v. 2. In a word,
Was it his will that he should redeem his people from all their iniqui-
ties ¢ he hag obtained an eternal redemption of them, Heb. ix. 12.

OF CHRIST, AS THE COVENANT-HEAD OF THE ELECT.

Tuere are various characters, relations, and offices, which Christ sus(i
tains in the covenant of grace ; among which, that of a federal EIea
1s one ; Christ is often said to be the Head of the church; not Of allly
particular congregation of saints, in this or the other part of the
world; but of the church of the first-born, whose names are written
in heaven, oven of all the eleet of God, that ever have b'een, are, 02{
will be in tho world, Eph. i. 22, 23, and v. 23, Col. 1. 18: an
he is a Head to them in different senses; he is that to 1ghem as la
natural head. is to a natural body, and the 1}1embers of _1t; wh§01
is of the same nature with it, superior to it, communicates life,
sense and motion to it, as well as overlooks and protects it; such a
head of influence is Christ to the church, the source of life to if, from
whom nourishment is derived, and. all the supplies of grace, Eph_' iv.
15, 16, Col. i1. 19; he is a Head i-n a political sense, a8 a captain-
general is head of his army, and a king is head of his subjects, J Utdg(i x.
il, xi. 11, Hosea i. 11; and in an econormcal. sense, as the ‘husband is
head of the wife, and a father the head of his children, and a master
the head of his servants, and of his whole family, Numb. i. 4, AE.ph.lv.
23, 24, Isa. ix, 6, Matt. xxiii, 10. The headship of Christ in the
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several senses, chiefly belongs to his Kingly office ; but besides these,
he is the representative-head of his church, or of all the elect of God ;
they were all considered in him, and represented by him, when he
covenanted with his Father for them; all that he engaged to do and
suffer, wag not only on their account, but in their name and stead;
and all that he received, promises and blessings, were not only for
them, but he received them as personating them. As Christ was
given to be the covenant of the people, so to be a Head of them in it,
Eph. i. 22. And thus,—1. Christ was considered in election ; he
was chosen a Head, and his people as members in him ; and so.the
had union to him, and a representative-being in him before the world
began ; they did not then personally exist, but Christ did, who repre-
sented them, and therefore were capable of being chosen in him, as
they were, Eph. i. 4. — 2. Such a relation Christ stood in to them in
the covenant, that wag made, not with him alone, but with all the
elect of God, considered in him as their head and representativo ;
hence we read of the covenant that was confirmed before of God in
Christ ; which was of God made sure and firm with his covenant peo-
ple,in Christ, as their Head, before the foundation of the world 5 when
as yet they had not an actual being, only a representative one
in Christ, Gal. iii. 17; and hence the covenant was made sure to them
in him, before the manifestation and application of it to Abraham,
-and his spiritual seed spoken of in the preceding verse; so that the
law, which was four hundred and thirty years after that revelation
and manifestation of the covenant to Abraham, cannot disannul, that
it should make the promise of none effect ; for what commences in
time, can never make void what was confirmed in eternity. — 8. The
promises of grace and glory, made‘to the elect of Grod ' covenant,
were made to them, as considered in Christ, their head and repre-

sentative; for whereas these promises were made before the world

began, Tit. 1.2, they could not be made to them in their own petrsons,
but as personated by Christ, and therefore were made to him their
Head, and to them in him ; and hence the promise of lifs is said to
be in him, 2 Tim. 1. 1; and, -indeed, all the promises are Yea and
Amen in him, 2 Cor.i. 20. The apostle having said, that to Abraham
and his seed ‘were the, promises made, observes, he saith not and to
seeds, as of many, but as of one, and to thy seed, which is Christ ;
who is the head and representative of all his spiritual offspring, and
in whom they are all collected and considered ; all the promises made,
manifested, and applied to Abraham, and his spiritual seed, were ori-
ginally made to Christ, the everlasting Father of his spiritual offspring,
the common Head and Parent of them, Gal. iii. 16, — 4. All the
blessings of grace, and grants of them in the covenant of grace, given
and made to the elect in it, wero given and made to Christ first in

~their name, and as personating them, and to them in him, as econsi-

dered in him, their head and.- representative ; for when these grants
were made, and blessings bestowed, they were not in actual being, only
had - a representative one in Christ their head 5 hence grace is said to
be given them in Christ J esus, before the world began; and they to
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be blessed with all spiritual blessir}xlgsfin %eiw{e?llyof'glfﬁgswi; gh;%,i rz:ls
q in him before the foundatio » R m.
11311(;)}’ Eelhe ic':lgoSZr,l-El 5. Christ, in the everlasting covenant, eflgag(ciad 1crf
.t.he?na?m; of his people, to obey 1?nd ;Iuﬁ'cg- 1ndt111{eelgrztszz:1%;ﬁ?’2 %—I -
’ . . e . " aJn .
cordingly he did both in time, as their Hea sentative. e
he hteousness, not as-a single ind1
obeyed the law, and fulfilled all rig , glo Indimidual
- hi [ the federal Head of his p
of human nature, and for himself, but as s s ke
S representing them ; that so the righteousness of 0 M
}oilt(l}ﬁlzlheillzef 1us, sa,ys%he apostle, Roin.' V1InI 44,d tha,;;l ;i_ Lne t%gczlslc; g}fl Sf(')lﬁi
they being considered in Christ their Head, w ' e ful-
i to them; and so they w
filling End of the law for righteousness un om; and 5o they wor
@, O ¢ ted, the righteousness of God in hi ,
lﬁigf ’xmél«‘{bé}célc:ll}.t (; 21; in %ike manner as he in their name e_nggged
to suffel.' fgor them ; so in time h_e suﬂ‘ereﬁl ﬁl ihﬁlr r(;;l):; ai)r;dtitlﬁ?’ S,ajg
their head and representative ; insomuch tha hley may be bruly said
or with him; they were all gathered together, re |
)."D[?[esmuclﬁbiln“élu-istl and sgstained and reprj?sente%bly_ h]mii] ;ﬁleril lie(a) hgr;lg
" ’ re said to be crucified with him, . 1. 10, .
upon the cross, and are said to be cre o et and por-
ii. 19. — 6. In consequence of Christ’s covenant engagem
E)I’SI?ELHGGS, when he rf)lse from ﬂille d(iead,ile rose ggé:&i? Vz; %I'flialﬁ }11)()@;:?‘(1)11’-
i S
but as a public Person, as the head and repre Shose for
; and therefore they are sal )
whom he obeyed and suffered; and e ey o alao st
ickened and raised together with him, as they the .
%2110 (i(:l him, when he hi%nself, as thYelr Hgid's?;ﬂilgalssgl ;2179 z)ai,egg];
ii. 5, 6, Col. iii. 1, 1 Tim, iii. 16._ ea, Chri X s
got!)’cnﬂy as the Forerunner of his .peox}l(ﬁ bugnaisntglegrl;lzilct a;glpeRaiS
X ive ; i ken possession of heav , appear.
o of o o and personates them, as the high-
in the presence of God for them, and p s them, a8 the ;o
i i ldr f Israel, in the holy of holies ; an x
D o by s o % ther in heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
are said to be made to sit together in h ly p Jesus,
ii N hip of Christ, may be argued
Eph. ii. 6. —17. The federal headship argued anc
i ‘ 1 head and representative
concluded from Adam being a federa prosentative of 2l
i bural offspring ; in which he was the figure o -
1(132511;3?311;2}0 ?s %)lfluls%: ; for 1t was in tha’;hchlif'ly% l'fflx)tt stcﬁglz,n f}}rw& i}:;
rist that is the chief; 1 )
was a figure of Christ ; at least [ naot the only thing
) has in vi . v. 14, as appears by his 1 g t
the apostle has in view, Rom. v. 14, ] s Jis running fhe
heads and representatives of their respectiv.
s Ao, fome his fall, conveying sin-and death to all his
offspring : Adam, through his fall, yh e  self
‘ ndants ; and Christ through the gift o '
lclgltr?lfubjnl%zifsg grace, righteousness, mid life, todallll h::se stlﬁé:éuﬁv(s)ezlc}é
v i i g : and henc
the elect, the children his Father gave him.: q o these two ae
; , ; 1 lagt Adam, and the first and se ;
spoken of as the first and » i t] rid, being the repre-
i the only two men in the world, bemng repre
25&2&33 O}V(ﬁleeir sevem}ll gseeds, which are included in them, 1 Cor.
L5 v f o 'v \ v
Xvi\lé);; 4';7s Christ stands in the relation of a head to the elect, he has
? « A

all things delivered into his hands; in honour to him, and in love both -

1 i ; i him to be Head
W d them, and for their good ; God has glvg}} Head
f)c\)fel;l D?ﬂlm}ohings to the church, Matt, xi, 27, John iii. 35, Eph. 1. 223

party there can be no difference,
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all persons and things are under his command,
subserve his interest as Head of the church
good and bad, and all things in heaven and in earth ; all power therein
to protect and defend his people, and to provide for them ; all fulnoss

of grace, and the blessings - of it to supply them ; the government of
the church, and of the world, is on his shoulders, who represents them ;
and therefore their persons, grace and

glory, must be safe in him; the
covenant, and all its blessings and promises, are sure in him, the Head
and Representative of hig people in it,

and at his disposal, to
; even angels and men,

OF CHRIST, AS THE MEDIATOR OF THE COVENANT.,

AworrEr rvelation, or office,
that of Mediator; three times
called the Mediator of the new,

which Christ bears in the covenant, is
in the epistle to the Hebrews i he
or better covenant or testament, chap.
viii. 6, and ix. 15, and xii. 24 ; the same with the everlasting covenant,
only so called in reference to a former administration of it. The
apostle Paul asserts, that there is one Mediator between. God and men,
the man Christ Jesus, 1 Tim. ii. 5. Both J ews and Gentiles have a
notion of a Mediator ; the Jews® call the Messiah sywnw, the Mediator,
or middle one; and so Philo thé Jew* speaks of the most ancient
Word of God as pecos, 3 middle Person between God and men, not,
unbegotten as God, nor begotten as man, but the middle of the ex-
tremes, one between both.  The Persians' call their God Mithras,
meoirys, a Mediator ; and the Daemons, with the heathens, seem to be,
according to them, mediators between the superior gods and men ; but,
we have a more sure word of prophecy to direct us in this matter 3
Christ is the one and only Mediator. It will be proper to inquire,

I. In what sense Christ is the mediator of the covenant ;. not ‘ag
Moses who stood between God and the people of Israel, to show them
the word of the Lord, Deut. v. 5, to receive the law, the lively oracles,
and deliver - them t6 them, said to be ordained, or disposed by angels,
in the hand of 3 mediator, supposed to be Moses, Gal. iii. 19." Christ
indeed is the revealer and declarer of his Father’s mind and will, and
the dispenser of the covenant of grace in the different administrations
of'it, in the several periods of time; bubthis more properly belongs to
him as the angel or messenger of the covenant, as he is called in Mal, i,
2, than the mediator of it. Christ is a mediator of reconciliation ; such
an one as interposes between two parties at variance, in order to bring
them together, and in some way or other reconcile them to each other,
A mediator is not of one, of one-party ; for where there is but one

and go no need of a mediator 5 but

God is one, he is.one party, the offended party, and man is the other,

the offending party ; and Christ i the mediator ‘between them both to

bring them together, who are through sin at as great distance as earth
* R. Joseph Albo, Ikkarim, orat. 2, c. 28.

k Quis Rer. Divin. Haeres. p, 509, Vide ibid. de Cherubim, p, 112.
- ! Plutarch, -de Isid, et Osit,



